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1.1 Purpose of document

QFLU is a new daily collection and analysis service specifically established to support pandemic flu planning. It has been set up by the University of Nottingham and EMIS (the main supplier of general practice computer systems within the UK) in collaboration with the Health Protection Agency. This document reports on the objectives of QFLU, current recruitment within the UK and the potential utility of a second database (QRESEARCH) to support academic research and preparedness protocols.  
1.2 Objectives of QFLU

QFLU is a not-for-profit network of 2,059 general practices spread throughout the UK covering a total population in excess of 13.1 million patients (> 20% of the UK population). The practices contribute daily aggregated data to a centralised database. These analyses are available immediately in the event of a flu epidemic or world wide pandemic and relate to activity within the preceding 24 hours or preceding week (with historical data for the preceding two years). The analyses are reported to the Health Protection Agency and its Centre for Infections and from there to the Department of Health. 
1.3 Scope of analyses

QFLU analyses are designed to  

· To alert to a pandemic or epidemic

· To monitor the daily spread and impact of the epidemic and describe its epidemiology
· To make predictions regarding the likely epidemic curve and impact
· To provide daily feedback on vaccination uptake

· To inform vaccine and antiviral distribution decisions, treatment guidelines and wider policy decisions

· To undertake research regarding the effectiveness, and any adverse effects, of interventions 

1.4 QRESEARCH

QFLU is part of a larger primary care analysis service run by the University of Nottingham and EMIS (http:\\www.qresearch.org). The organisation has a second established anonymised patient level database derived from the general practice computer records of 4 million currently registered patients from 500 practices throughout the UK. The QRESEARCH database has historical data extending back more than 10 years and already provides an established weekly infectious diseases surveillance bulletin service in collaboration with the Health Protection Agency. The core purpose of QRESARCH is to undertake independent academic research studies including epidemiology and drug safety studies. With appropriate resources, this database can be used for undertaking detailed research during or between waves of a pandemic by the academic team in Nottingham, working in collaboration with international experts.

1.5 Current recruitment of QFLU

1.5.1 Regional and county coverage

Table 1 shows current levels of recruitment within the UK following the first mailing in Sept 2005. The majority of practices and patients are in England however we are exploring collaborations with devolved administrations to ensure standardised definitions and cross country comparisons
Table 1: Current recruitment for QFLU (12 Nov 2005)

	Region
	Total number of practices in QFLU
	Total number of patients in QFLU
	Total number of practices in area
	Total registered patients in area
	% coverage of practices
	% coverage of patients

	North East
	118
	764,173
	405
	2,632,634
	29.1
	29.0

	North West
	261
	1,516,518
	1321
	7,176,170
	19.8
	21.1

	Yorkshire and Humberside
	178
	1,319,462
	822
	5,261,058
	21.7
	25.1

	East Midlands
	166
	1,132,650
	639
	4,357,892
	26.0
	26.0

	West Midlands
	236
	1,295,899
	991
	5,591,065
	23.8
	23.2

	East of England
	157
	1,156,260
	807
	5,728,270
	19.5
	20.2

	London
	405
	2,333,203
	1592
	8,322,132
	25.4
	28.0

	South East
	255
	1,904,285
	1167
	8,535,874
	21.9
	22.3

	South West
	189
	1,361,065
	742
	5,228,489
	25.5
	26.0

	England
	1965
	12,783,515
	8486
	52,833,584
	23.2
	24.2

	Wales
	32
	204,979
	502
	2,891,285
	6.4
	7.1

	Scotland
	13
	29,404
	868
	467,066
	1.5
	6.3

	Northern Ireland*
	39
	191,042
	362
	1,773,257
	10.8
	10.8


*estimated list size
1.6 Strategic Health Authority and PCTs
QFLU has practices from every SHA within England and from 290 out of the 303 Primary Care Trusts. 

1.7 Funding

The surveillance analysis service from both QRESEARCH and QFLU are funded by the Health Protection Agency.

1.8 Contact details

For further details regarding QFLU or QRESEARCH please contact

Julia.hippisley-cox@nottingham.ac.uk 

Professor of general practice

David.stables@e-mis.com 


Medical director EMIS

Shaun.ohanlon@e-mis.com 


Clinical design director EMIS
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