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THIRD QRESEARCH ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

19th JANUARY 2005 at 11am

University of Nottingham London Office

Minutes
1. Introductions and apologies for absence

Present: Mrs Joy Dale, Dr Laurence Buckman, Dr John Ford, Dr John Williams, Professor Mike Pringle, Professor Julia Hippisley-Cox, Dr Jonathan Meadows, Gavin Langford

Apologies: Professor Hywel Williams, Professor Azeem Majeed, Dr Dai Evans, Mike Heaps

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes were agreed. 

3. Matters arising

Julia Hippisley-Cox and Mike Pringle both thanked John Ford for his help on the contractual issues with organisations. Julia Hippisley-Cox stated that this has helped streamline contractual negotiations in the interests of consistency for QRESEARCH.

4. Presentation on QRESEARCH – Progress

Julia Hippisley-Cox presented the current position of developments for QRESEARCH. The following points were raised:

· QRESEARCH now have two programmers and just appointed a statistician.  This should ease the issues over capacity and the workload.

· Researcher access is now running with the first crop of projects currently being reviewed by MREC and the Science Board.

· Summary of DoH contract. In the first year of the contract, the DoH received 18 reports for 78k. The DoH contract has now been doubled in volume and funding. 

· Laurence Buckman raised the possibility of there being a conflict of interest between the QRESEARCH team and the contracts awarded by the DoH and the work that Mike Pringle is doing for NPfIT. Mike Pringle stated that all contracts and organisations that QRESEARCH works with are fully aware of our interests and there is a document clearly stating our position.

· QRESEARCH have been commissioned to provide information on the workload analysis of consultations by the Office of National Statistics. We have also been approached by the TSC(Technical Steering Committee) and York University for similar work. Laurence Buckman and John Ford made the Advisory Board aware that they are on the TSC committee. 

· Feedback to practices is continuing and developments are planned to enable practices to run new queries on site to match analyses done on the aggregated database. 

5. Presentation on QRESEARCH – Co-morbidity Project

Mike Pringle presented an example research project.

· Members commented on the usefulness of the project and the capabilities of the database to provide such analysis

· Mrs Joy Dale asked what happens if there are two requests with the same data requirements. In such circumstances QRESEARCH encourages those researchers to contact each other as the research may be already in the public domain or they may wish to collaborate together.

· Mike Pringle stated that internal projects such as the co-morbidity project go through the same procedure requests as external.

· Julia Hippisley-Cox also stated that all research projects go on the National register.

6. Database discussions

· Laurence Buckman raised the discussion of the geographical distribution of practices in the database – there is a good distribution of practices across every Government Office Region in England. There are a dozen or so practices in each of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. There are NHS net connection problems which are impeding data collection from Northern Ireland. Also, due to the limited number of practices that we receive from Scotland and Wales, analyses for these countries are being undertaken at a country level.

· Mike Pringle commented that EMIS Scotland practices will soon be moving from the LV product to the PC Plus system. The change of systems may help QRESEARCH to receive data from more practices. QRESEARCH should be unaffected by these system changes as the data structures remain the same.

· Dai Evans has now undertaken checks of the servers at both Nottingham and EMIS and these are satisfactory. Planned and impromptu checks can be undertaken as necessary. 

7. Reports available on the web site

· The reports are available from the website with a valid login. Members will be emailed a login to enable to view the reports.

Action: Gavin Langford

8. Next meeting
The next meeting is proposed for the summer, but no date has been set. It was proposed to hold the meeting in Nottingham. Helena Johnson will notify dates and send the agenda and papers by email.

Action: Helena Johnson
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